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This person deserves better. He

fought two wars for our country, and
he should not live his golden years in
fear of getting sick. With his income,
he can’t pay more for health care. It is
wrong that the new majority is asking
people like him to do so.

The second message is from Ethel
from San Rafael. She wrote to let me
know that ‘‘Medicare is only barely
sufficient as it is. (She continued that)
‘‘A cut would be a death knell to help
as we know it.’’

So, I ask you if Medicare is barely
sufficient now, what will it be like if
the new majority has its way and cuts
$167 billion and weakens anti-fraud
laws?

Finally, an elderly gentleman named
Vernon, wants all of us to know that he
can’t afford to pay more for Medicare.
He said, ‘‘The old folks need money for
food. Cutting Medicare will take away
our food money.’’

How much food will Vernon give up,
Mr. Speaker, when the new majority
cuts Medicare by $167 billion? Does this
Congress really intend for people like
Vernon to give up food in order to pay
for a doctor’s visit or to pay for pre-
scription drugs?

I hope that our colleagues in the ma-
jority listen to the heartfelt pleas of
these people. I hope that members of
the new majority can open their eyes
to the devastation that will occur if
their Medicare plan is enacted.

So get a clue, my friends. Listen to
the American people and stop raiding
Medicare for your special interest tax
break. Start working with Democrats.

I’m proud to say that I voted for the
President’s budget, which preserves the
solvency of the Medicare system with-
out damaging cuts to services. This
Democratic alternative prevents out-
rageous increases in premiums and co-
payments, and maintains strong anti-
fraud policies.

Let’s work together to strengthen
Medicare, and preserve it for future
generations.

Again, I want to thank Congressman
FRANK PALLONE for his leadership on
this issue. You have done a terrific job
of protecting Medicare from cuts, and
it is always a pleasure to work with
you.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from California
[Mr. ROHRABACHER] is recognized for 5
minutes.

[Mr. ROHRABACHER addressed the
house. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. KINGSTON] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, let me
start off by saying I have got great

news for Ethel in San Rafael, Califor-
nia and Vern in California also. The
Republican plan increases their Medi-
care from $190 billion to $304 billion.
Good news.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I will
be glad to send them the information
since they are not getting it from that
side of the aisle. I will be happy to. Let
me yield to the gentlewoman for 20 sec-
onds. But let the Record show Demo-
crats earlier would not yield to me for
even 10 seconds. But I got some other
stuff I want to talk about.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I would
have yielded for 10 seconds, believe me.

I would like to point out that Medi-
care is not growing to cover the cost of
inflation, nor the cost of the need for
the services and the people who will be
needing those services. One thing is in-
creasing an amount, the other thing is
to increase the amount to cover those
who will be using the benefit.

Mr. KINGSTON. Reclaiming the
time, I appreciate that point. Our
budget increases Medicare from $5,000
to $7,000 per person in anticipation of
new enrollees, so that includes new en-
rollees. Again, I will be happy to send
that information to your constituents
and work with you on a bipartisan
basis.

Let me also, though, address the
good old days of Democrat leadership
because that is one of the things I real-
ly wanted to talk about since the
theme on the Democrat side seems to
be let us go back to Democrat leader-
ship. What happened when President
Clinton, the Democrats controlled the
Senate, the House and the White
House? The highest tax increase in the
history of America, $265 billion. High-
est spending, $300 billion increase in
spending. A $16 billion stimulus pack-
age that President Clinton and the
Democrats in the Senate and the
Democrats in the House passed, which
included, among other important
things, is cataloguing fish.

They did not propose a balanced
budget when the Democrats controlled
the House, the Senate and the White
House. The Republicans on the other
hand, have passed a balanced budget
out of this House for the first time in
26 years. The balanced budget amend-
ment did not get out of the House
under Democrat leadership; did pass
under Republican leadership.

On welfare reform, the President of
the United States in 1992 promised to
end welfare reform as we know it, had
a Democrat House, a Democrat Senate,
and did not introduce a welfare bill. We
have passed two out of this body and in
the Senate, one passing on a bipartisan
vote of 87–12. It was vetoed not once
but twice by the President.

On health care, the President of the
United States, when he had the two
Chambers, tried to pass a nationalized
health care plan and increased the bu-
reaucracy by 59 different agencies. It
did not move under the Republican

House and the Republican Senate. We
have health care reform that is making
health care more affordable and more
accessible. It is now in conference. It
looks good.

New bureaucracy, endless growth of
the Government under President Clin-
ton , including AmeriCorps, which is a
volunteer program that pays volun-
teers $26,000 per volunteer. Let me re-
peat that: $26,000 per volunteer. We are
trying to downsize the bureaucracy.

Student loans, very little happened
under student loans under President
Clinton. A lot of defaults, of course,
but implemented the first stage of gov-
ernment takeover of the student loan
program. We, on the other hand, have a
budget that has increased student
loans from $24 billion to $36 billion. Be
happy to share that with any Democrat
who does not have that information.

When the Democrats controlled the
Senate and the House and the White
House, there were no major reforms of
Congress. Under the Republican Con-
gress, we passed Congressional Ac-
countability Act, a gift ban. We have
cut the staff by one-third. We have re-
quired a two-thirds vote for an increase
in taxes. We are considering campaign
reform as we speak.

For the senior citizens that the
Democrats used to love to say that
they are great champions of, under
President Clinton and the Democrat
House and the Democrat Senate, there
was an increase on Social Security
taxes, taxes were increased on Social
Security. Under the Republican House,
we have decreased those taxes. Now,
that of course was vetoed by the Presi-
dent.

We have also passed an earnings limi-
tation so that seniors who want to can
stay in the workplace longer. Even lit-
tle things, I am not going to say this is
little at all, but I mean, things that are
less visible, we have done many, many
changes on. I will be happy to share
that.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from New Jer-
sey [Mr. PALLONE] is recognized for
one-half the time remaining before
midnight as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I just
wanted to begin this special order to-
night by pointing out that this
evening, when we had the Democratic
motion to instruct on the budget, that
a major point that was being made in
that motion to instruct is that the
budget resolution that was adopted
here in the House that is put forward
by the Republican leadership basically
denies basic protection on health care
for seniors.

Essentially what we have in this
budget resolution are major attacks on
the Medicare Program, and also on the
Medicaid Program. As a result, in the
motion to instruct that was put for-
ward by the Democrats this evening,
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